
Do we live a grateful life

or a life of entitlement?



Luke 7:36-50 (NIV)

When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to 
have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in 
that town who lived a sinful life learned that 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she 
came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 



Luke 7:36-50 (NIV)

38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, 
she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and 
poured perfume on them.



Luke 7:36-50 (NIV)

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him 
saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him 
and what kind of woman she is—that she is a 
sinner.”



Luke 7:36-50 (NIV)

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have 
something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he 
said. 41 “Two people owed money to a certain 
moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii,and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them 
had the money to pay him back, so he forgave 
the debts of both. Now which of them will love 
him more?”



Luke 7:36-50 (NIV)

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had 
the bigger debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.



Luke 7:36-50 (NIV)

44 Then he turned toward the woman and 
said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came 
into your house. You did not give me any water 
for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not 
give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I 
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 



Luke 7:36-50 (NIV)

46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has 
poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her 
great love has shown. But whoever has been 
forgiven little loves little.”



Luke 7:36-50 (NIV)

 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.”

49 The other guests began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace.”



Entitled People

• Feel better by comparing themselves to others 
 The sinful woman
 Jesus

• Respond in judgement/condemnation/revulsion

• Accept Christ on their terms

• Live with very little gratitude because they see 
very little need for forgiveness



Luke 8:9-14 (NIV)

 To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone else, 
Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like 
this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a 
tenth of all I get.’



Luke 8:9-14 (NIV)

 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He 
would not even look up to heaven, but beat his 
breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, 
went home justified before God. For all those who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.”



Grateful People

• Reveal a changed life through forgiveness 
(Transformation)

• Show boldness in their faith

• Willing to make sacrifices

• Demonstrate humility

• Accept Christ on His terms



Entitled

or 

Grateful
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